[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


Worship Workshops[image: image3.png]U)

T

_ist
_| BARNABAS

COLLEGE




WEEK 4 – READING IN WORSHIP AND THE LECTIONARY
What do we read?

The Old Testament: There are three sections: the LAW, the PROPHETS, and the WRITINGS. The Old Testament is made of old histories, rules and codes of conduct which were collated and edited from different traditions: Yahwist 900BC, Elohist 850BC;  Deuteronomic historian 580BC and Priestly writer 550BC. These are they brought together to make up:

· The LAW - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy (known as PENTATEUCH) with Joshua, Judges, I & II Samuel, and I & II Kings (known as the FORMER PROPHETS). The LAW is recognized as authoritative by 400BC.

· The LATTER PROPHETS - Amos, Micah, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, etc.  from the 8th century BC to 5th century BC.  By 200BC, the PROPHETS were accepted as authoritative. 

· The WRITINGS (The religious literature of the nation: philosophy, love-songs, histories, stories, songs, etc) - Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Job, Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles, Daniel. 

Jesus refers to the Law, the Prophets, and the psalms in Luke 24.44 . It was only in AD 90 that the Council of Jamnia (near Jaffa) finally fixed the contents of the Jewish scriptures. 
The Apocrypha: About 250BC the Jews living in Alexandria (Egypt) translated the Hebrew books into Greek. Too many Jews had not learned Hebrew, and Greek was the international language. This version was called the Septuagint because tradition had it that 70 people were involved in the translation exercise. 

· The Septuagint (LXX) was much more inclusive than the Hebrew Old Testament fixed at Jamnia, containing:

· The Law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and  Deuteronomy.

· The Prophets : Joshua, Judges, I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

· The Writings : Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, I & II Chronicles.

· Apocrypha: I & II Esdras; Esther, Judith, Tobit,  I, II, III & IV Maccabees,        Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom, Baruch, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon.

While Roman Catholic tradition considers the books listed in the Apocrypha to be deuterocanonical (second canon), and the Orthodox Churches consider them all to be canonical, Protestants consider them apocryphal, that is, non-canonical books that are useful for instruction. Luther’s Bible (in German in 1522) placed them in a separate section in between the Old Testament and New Testament called the Apocrypha, a convention followed by subsequent publications. Other non-canonical apocryphal texts are generally called pseudepigrapha (means "false attribution").

The New Testament: Some of the New Testament is also from the oral tradition, meaning stories told over and over and handed down to the next generation before anything was written down. This means that the stories can change. This is true of the Gospels which were written down in AD66-100. Other aspects of the New Testament were in written form: Letters of Paul (written AD 49–62) and other writings. 

· The Muratorian Canon of AD 170 listed the following authoritative books: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John; Acts of Apostles; I & II Corinthians, Ephesians Philippians, Colossians, Galatians, I & II Thessalonians, Romans,  Timothy and Titus, Philemon, Jude and I & II John, Revelation; The Apocalypse of Peter.  However this ‘canon’ omitted I & II Peter, James, III John, Hebrews. At the same time, other churches were using the letter of Clement; the Didache, the Shepherd of Hermas. 

· It was not until the Council of Nicea in 325AD that the exact composition of the New Testament was formed. The main criterion for inclusion in the New Testament was authorship by an Apostle or disciple of an Apostle.
We also read prayers, intercessions, notices, and other things in Church. Sometimes the preacher even reads their sermon! It’s helpful to think of these ideas whenever you are reading, not just when you are reading from the Bible.
When we read aloud
The reader helps the whole congregation to hear and understand the readings from the Bible.

Remember there are multiple tasks involved:- scanning the written words then reading aloud; coordinating respiration with speech; projecting your voice; making the reading interesting and communicating the message clearly and loudly. Various emotions may be involved:- anticipation, anxiety, nervousness, fear, reservation, embarrassment, self-doubt, preoccupation with other issues.
Some Simple Steps:-
· Project, don’t shout.
· Before you leave your seat pray that this will be God speaking through you. It's not about you; the purpose of this reading is to clearly communicate God's Word or the Intercessions to everyone present.

· There is NO hurry:- Once at the lectern, clear your mind, take a deep breath, pause to focus and only then, begin to read.

· Imaging that you are reading an interesting story to a hard of hearing friend who is sitting at the back of the church, hunched in a wheelchair.

· Stand tall, shoulders back, chest, neck and head stretched towards the ceiling. Posture is essential to maintain a steady rhythm of breathing and speaking.

· Use all your articulators with energy and enthusiasm ie. Lips, tongue, jaw and resonating cavity (mouth). These are the parts that make the words you speak sound crisp, clear and interesting or muffled, flat and dull.

· Your mouth is like a cave---keep the stone rolled away.... open, wide and vibrant.

· Express yourself using your whole face. Light up the room with your energy.
· Try to throw your voice up and out, instead of talking down in your throat. Although you are reading, use your energy and enthusiasm to lift your voice (above the microphone) and send it to the back row of the church.

· Read SLOWLY, pause for effect, breathe; if you stumble, that's OK, just put the brakes on until you re-establish your rhythm.

· Look up as much as you are able, scan the room, get eye contact, make it personal, notice the person in the back row. You are reading to them.

· Expressive reading and speaking are subjective activities in the end, so there is always a certain amount of acting involved ie. in debating you are trying to convince; in poetry reading you are trying to engage emotionally; in reading from the bible or reading the intercessions you are trying to help people connect with their God.

· YOU are the conduit. You are trying to ignite interest and attention from those listening so that the words read are truly heard. Be expressive, energetic and enthusiastic and your voice will carry.

· It takes courage to read aloud to a large audience. This is your gift to your fellow worshippers. Help them engage with God through your reading.
Practice Activity

· Normal talking voice

· Shout

· Loud I normal' reading

· Reading with expression and enthusiasm
Preparation:
It’s helpful to prepare by reading through the passage several times prior to reading it. Take time to prepare by:

· making notes – add commas, notes to take a breath and the words of introduction/conclusion

· reading other versions to ensure you understand the context and content

· reading the notes in a study Bible or commentaries to help you to make sense of the writers intention

· There are loads of resources (including google searches) to assist with pronunciation. You can write your own phonetic spelling on your reading. (Don’t be too worried about having the right pronunciation – whatever you say, make sure you say it confidently.)
· You can find the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible at bible.oremus.org 

When it’s time:
When you come to the time for the reading:

· Walk confidently. If you cross in front of the sanctuary, you may like to stop facing the altar (not the clergy) and bow your head, acknowledging God’s presence.

· If you are nervous, you can ask the Holy Spirit to calm your nerves and give you confidence.

· When you read, try to project your voice to the third or fourth row (this also helps you keep your head up which helps your projection). 

· You might like to make eye contact with people as you read (you can use your finger so you don’t lose your place)

· The introduction should be clear… you can read straight from the post-it note “A Reading from the prophet Isaiah”.
· At the end of the reading, PAUSE for at least 5 seconds before leading into the conclusion.

Filling in…

What happens when someone doesn’t come (or someone forgets)?

· When you know you won’t be available on your rostered day, please arrange with someone to swap so they will have time to prepare the reading in advance).

· If this can’t happen, the Deacon is asked to read through the readings as part of their preparation for leading the liturgy. Any one in the sanctuary party will be happy to step in (and others from the congregation might be happy to also).

· The whole congregation knows that sometimes someone has to fill in and we make allowances for that… but it’s always best if you can let someone know in advance.

The Lectionary
The lectionary is a complementary tool with the Christian calendar in our spiritual formation and discipleship. The lectionary is a pattern for reading Scripture. It offers a three-year cycle, with the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke providing the basis of each cycle. Selections from John are read during Eastertide in each year.
The lectionary helps remind us the both the Old and New Testaments are telling one single, coherent story: God is rescuing humanity from sin and death. There are times that the connection between the Old and New Testament readings is evident. And other times it’s not. The most important theme that ties the readings together is that they’re about God.
The lectionary doesn’t read straight through the Bible. It assumes our knowledge of the big picture. The lectionary isn’t about us knowing the Bible better. It’s about us knowing God better. The readings point us to God.
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RESOURCES

Australian Anglicans Worship / Charles Sherlock (2020)

Handbook for Liturgical Assistants at the Eucharist / Anglican Church Southern Queensland (2014)
A prayer book for Australia : a practical commentary  /  edited by Gillian Varcoe  (1997)

When we meet for Worship : a manual for using An Australian Prayer Book / Gilbert Sinden (1978)[image: image5.jpg]February 2022
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Martyrs of Japan, crucified at Nagasaki (d. 1597)

1 Kings 3.4-13
Ps 119.9-16
Mark 6.30-34

Pss 82; 84
Jeremiah 15.10-21
Philippians 2.19-30

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY (5]

Proper Collect

Muain Readings

Isaiah 6.1-8 (9-13)

Ps 138

1 Corinthians 15.1-11
Luke 5.1-11

Monday G
1 Kings 8.1-13
Ps 132.7-11
Mark 6.53-56

Tuesday G

1 Kings 8.22-30
Ps84.1-4

Mark 7.1-13

Wednesday G
1 Kings 10.1-10
Ps 37.35-40
Mark 7.14-23

Thursday G
1 Kings 11.4-13
Ps 106.32-39
Mark 7.24-30

Friday G
1 Kings 11.29-12.9
or 11.29-32 and 12.9
Ps 81.10-16
Mark 7.31-37

Saturday G
1 Kings 12.26-13.34
or 12.26-32 and 13.33-34
Ps 106.20-24
Mark 8.1-10

Invitation, Preface, Post-Communion, Blessing [Epiphany]

Supplementary Readings
§ Ps 33.13-21
§ Luke 5.17-26

Ps 90
Jeremiah 16.1-15 (16-21)
Philippians 3.1-16

Ps 89.1-18
Jeremiah 17.1-18
Philippians 3.17-4.7

Ps 89.39-53
Jeremiah 17.19-18.12
Philippians 4.8-23

Pss 92; 93
Jeremiah 18.12-23
1 Timothy 1.1-11

Pss 95; 96
Jeremiah 19.1-20.6
1 Timothy 1.12-20

Pss 99; 100
Jeremiah 20.7-18
1 Timothy 2

©20

EP

Collect of Martyrs
Pss 85; 87
Genesis 23
Luke 3.23-38

Genesis 13.14-18
Ps 119.145-152
Galatians 3.15-22

Ps 119.89-104
Genesis 24.1-21
Luke 4.1-15

Ps 89.19-38
Genesis 24.22-49
Luke 4.16-30

Ps 91
Genesis 24.50-67
Luke 4.31-44

Ps 94
Genesis 25.5-11, 19-34
Luke 5.1-11

Pss 97; 98
Genesis 26.1-17
Luke 5.12-26

Ps 103
Genesis 26.18-33
Luke 5.27-38
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY [6] G
Proper Collect Invitation, Preface, Post-Communion, Blessing [Epiphany]
Main Readings Supplementary Readings

Jeremiah 17.5-10 §Ps 65 Isaiah 44.1-8

Ps1 § Luke 5.27-35
1 Corinthians 15.12-20
Luke 6.17-26

Ps 40.11-22
Galatians 4.1-11

Monday G
Cyril (d. 869) and Methodius, bishop (d. 885) missionaries to the Slavs
Collect of Missionaries w

James 1.1-11 Pss 108; 109.20-30 Ps 119.105-128

Ps 119.65-72 Proverbs 29.1-16 Genesis 26.34-27.29
Mark 8.11-13 1 Timothy 3 Luke 6.1-11
Tuesday G

James 1.12-18 Ps 104.1-25 Ps 104.26-37

Ps 94.12-19 Proverbs 29.17-30.6 Genesis 27.30-46
Mark 8.14-21 1 Timothy 4 Luke 6.12-26
Wednesday G

James 1.19-27 Ps 105.1-22 Ps 105.23-45

Ps 15 Proverbs 30.5-14 Genesis 28

Mark 8.22-26 1 Timothy 5.1-16 Luke 6.27-38
Thursday G

James 2.1-9 Ps 106.1-24 Ps 106.25-50

Ps 34.4-10 Proverbs 30.15-28 Genesis 29.1-30
Mark 8.27-33 1 Timothy 5.17-6.2b Luke 6.39-49 '
HOLY INNOCENTS  [If not observed on December 28] R
Proper Collect Invitation, Preface, Post~-Communion, Blessing [Saints]
Jeremiah 31.15-20 Ps 2,36 Ps 36

Ps 124 Genesis 4.1-10 Genesis 37.13-20
1John 1.5-2.2 1 Peter 4.12-19 Mark 10.13-16
Matthew 2.13-18

Friday G

James 2.14-24, 26 Ps 107.1-22 Ps 107.23-43

Ps 112.1-6 Proverbs 30.29-31.9 Genesis 29.31-30.24
Mark 8.34-9.1 1 Timothy 6.2c-10 Luke 7.1-10
Saturday G

James 3.1-10 Pss 110; 111 Pss 112; 113

Ps12 Proverbs 31.10-31 Genesis 30.25-43
Mark 9.2-13 1 Timothy 6.11-21 Luke 7.11-23
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Readings for Morning Prayer





Readings for Holy Communion





Readings for Evening Prayer





Saints or Holy Day (optional readings)





Colour for the day





Lesser Saint or Holy Day





Identifies the week for the Collect (Prayer)





Today’s date
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